
Ferdinand Bilstein GmbH + Co. KG  
Wilhelmstr. 47 | 58256 Ennepetal | Germany | Tel. +49 2333 911-0 | www.bilsteingroup.com

Te
ch

ni
ca

l d
at

a 
ca

n 
be

 s
ub

je
ct

 to
 c

ha
ng

e

Coolant Expansion Tank
Function
The coolant expansion tank is one part of a vehicles cooling system, which is designed to keep the 
engine operating at exactly the correct temperature. The sealed cooling system is partially filled with air; 
the air in the expansion tank provides a ‘cushioning’ effect which allows the heated coolant to expand 
without causing the cooling system to fail. As the coolant heats up and expands the tank prevents the 
system from becoming over pressurised.

Cause of failure
The coolant tank fitted to the models listed above is a very common failing item. With age the plastic 
becomes brittle, yellow in colour and is prone to cracking due to continuous exposure to the engine 
coolant heat cycles. This results in the coolant leaking,  which appears in the luggage compartment 
area.
The inlet and outlet pipes on the tank that the tubes attach to feed to an integrated manifold on the 
engine bulkhead. These are also vulnerable and can break leading to coolant leaks. It is advised that the 
coolant tank be replaced if the original part has become yellow with age to prevent unnecessary future 
coolant leak issues.
If the transmission requires removal for another repair, it is recommended the coolant tank is checked 
and replaced at this point, as the access to the tubes inside the engine compartment make installation 
less complicated with the transmission removed.
 
The febi replacement is manufactured from high quality Polypropylene materials.
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febi 170540
To Fit:
Porsche Boxster 986 and 987 models

Engine: 2.5, 2.7, 2.9, 3.2, 3.4
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For more technical information please visit: partsfinder.bilsteingroup.com


